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Overall, 2023 has been yet another successful year for the Society. We entered the year with committee problems on the horizon, which is why I agreed to become Chairman again, because with no other available to take up the post the Committee could not have continued to function.  We later faced finding replacements for our long serving outgoing Treasurer and Secretary – key positions which had to be filled to continue to operate as a small charity. Our pleas over the months for volunteers to join the committee fell on deaf ears but eventually, literally at the 11th hour, two members volunteered and so we were all pleased to welcome Ken Blake as Treasurer and Ann Wright as Secretary in time for the 2024 AGM.
Our social evenings have all been well attended, not least because of the work put in by Fenella in organising interesting speakers. After the Christmas function Fenella received a message from the Military Wives’ Choir saying "Hi Fenella, thank you so much for your kind words. I have passed them on to our ladies and Hugh. We loved singing for you and thanks again for the lovely, mulled wine and mince pies. It was a fabulous way to start off our Christmas season. Bearing in mind that speakers must be confirmed and booked the year before they are needed, the research and inquiries Fenella must make before the new plan can be drawn up involves considerable dedication on her part.
Our popular suppers rely on the essential volunteer salad providers, David managing the provision of comestibles and our service provider who puts it all together.  Speakers, suppers and the bar (the latter thanks to Sue and David Cooper) are crucial to our events, and we should all appreciate the amount of work put in to make them happen. Our social evenings do, of course have a cost. There is the hall hire, speaker costs, the service providers we pay to set out and take down the tables at the hall for each event, and another to manage the supper arrangements. We do not aim to make a profit and occasionally an event makes a financial loss, but this is balanced out over the year by those events that do, thus our finances remain healthy. Although to some the price of wine might seem high, it must be borne in mind that the bar income is to offset, as far as possible, the costs of running our social evenings.
Our Membership Secretary (John T) is our main point of contact with the membership to inform and advise members on current and planned events, ably backed by our President George who, for many years has been operating our website (always worth a visit).  John reports that 2023 membership was the highest number we have had for several years.  The year was sadly notable in that we recorded the loss of people who had over the years made considerable contribution to the Society activities and we noted with sadness the deaths of Chris and Penny Evers, Mike Dyde, Paul Booker, Eileen Berger and Denis De Beger.

The Society provides modest funding to enable the activities of the The Bensington Society History Group (HG) which is effectively an independent and very successful sub-committee of the Society.  The HG has a considerable amount of data and records about our village and has long been seeking a home for the village archives. The Parish Council allocated the HG a room in the Youth Hall but late last year the building was declared unsafe.  The HG has now been allocated a room within the new Community Hall on the Littleworth Road development and the village archive has been transferred there so that the HG can continue to sort and catalogue it.  HG members have also been compiling a buildings register, they operate a family history clinic in the library monthly and assist the RAF Benson heritage centre.  Their website gets numbers of inquiries from a wide range of people and in short, the HG is a valuable and busy offshoot of our Society and forms a valuable research facility for our village.

This is not the place to mention by name all those volunteers and others who work behind the scenes to make our Society work, but they are all so important to us.  To end on a high note, it has been another successful year, membership remains high, we are financially secure and there is no reason why we should not go into 2024 equally successfully. Thankfully, long gone are the days when the committee had to set out all the tables and chairs for our social evenings, put them away in store afterwards and then do the washing and tidying up. As you will know, these days we are rather better organised!  My thanks to the Committee, our helpers and service providers and I hope that we shall continue to work effectively to the benefit, interest and enjoyment of our members.
Martyn Spence
Chairman
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BALANCE SHEET FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER 2023
	Balance Sheet Bensington Society as at  31 Dec 2023         £

	Previous Period Figures
	 
	Current Period Figures

	Totals
	Sub-Totals
	Totals
	
	Totals
	Sub-Totals
	Totals

	 
	
	
	ASSETS
	
	
	 

	 
	
	        596.68 
	Cash in Hand
	                571.13 
	
	 

	 
	
	     5,707.09 
	Cash in Bank
	             6,935.16 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	R&C
	 
	
	 

	 
	           6,303.77 
	Total Cash
	          7,506.29 
	 

	 
	                    -   
	Deposit Accounts
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 60.00 
	Sundry Creditors
	               18.00 
	 

	 
	-   
	Sundry Debtors
	                        
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	6,243.77
	Total Liquid Assets
	         7,488.29 
	 

	 
	
	STOCKS
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	         193.44 
	Book 1
	                141.44 
	
	 

	 
	
	         388.36 
	Book 2
	                290.83 
	
	 

	 
	
	         836.40 
	Book 3
	                622.88 
	
	 

	 
	
	           34.80 
	Book 4
	                  26.88 
	
	 

	 
	
	         490.08 
	Bar
	              313.05 
	
	 

	 
	
	
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	           1,943.08 
	Total Stocks
	          1,395.08 
	 

	 
	8,186.85
	Total Current Assets
	          8,883.37 
	 

	 
	
	LIABILITES
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	 
	 
	                         
	
	 

	 
	                       
	Total Liabilities
	                        
	 

	            8,186.85 
	Net Working Capital(Current Assets minus Liabilities
	        8,883.37 

	 
	FIXED ASSETS
	 

	 
	        24,101.25 
	Investments at Cost
	       24,631.48 
	 

	 
	
	 
	Market Value
	 
	
	 

	 
	                       
	Capital Property
	                       
	 

	          24,101.25 
	                        
	 
	Total Fixed Assets
	 
	                        
	      33,514.85 

	32,288.10
	
	 
	Total Nett Assets
	 
	
	      42,398.22 

	 
	
	 
	GENERAL PURPOSES FUND
	
	 

	 
	         33,373.43 
	Balance as per Last Balance Sheet
	       32,288.10 
	 

	 
	 . 
	Add Excess of Income
	          1,226.75 
	 

	 
	           1,085.33 
	Subtract Excess of Expenditure
	 
	 

	         32,288.10 
	 
	Accumulated General Purposes Fund
	 
	      33,514.85 

	being Net Working Capital and Total Fixed Assets







INCOME AND EXPENDITURE STATEMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER 2023

	BREAKDOWN OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE  PERIOD 1 JAN 2023 - 31 DEC 2023

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Previous Period       £
	Current Period       £

	Item
	 Income 
	 Expenditure 
	 Balance 
	Item
	 Income 
	 Expenditure 
	 Balance 

	Investment
	             101.25 
	                  
	             101.25 
	Investment
	             530.23 
	                     
	             530.23

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 Secretarial 
	                     
	          34.40 
	            -34.40 
	Secretarial
	 
	             99.78 
	                       -99.78 

	 HMRC 
	 
	                   
	                       
	 HMRC 
	            296.82 
	 
	             296.82 

	 Insurance 
	 
	         148.64 
	                       -148.64 
	 Insurance 
	                     -   
	           160.65 
	                       -160.65 

	 Website 
	 
	           69.54 
	             -69.54 
	 Website 
	 
	           208.43 
	                                   -208.43

	 Gifts 
	                       
	           96.99 
	            -96.99 
	 Gifts 
	 
	           133.98 
	                                  -133.98 

	 Christmas Party 
	                        
	           94.65 
	                       -94.65 
	 Christmas Party 
	 
	           114.21 
	                       -114.21 

	 Christmas Raffle 
	              145.00 
	         113.41 
	              31.59 
	 Christmas Raffle 
	             190.00 
	           111.71 
	               78.29 

	 Book depreciation 
	                        
	         363.83 
	                       -363.83 
	 Book depreciation 
	 
	           270.51 
	                       -270.51 

	 Wreath 
	                       
	           50.00 
	                            -50.00 
	 Wreath 
	 
	             75.00 
	                       -75.00 

	 Stock write-back 
	              188.00 
	 
	            188.00 
	 
	 
	 
	                      

	 Welcome Party 
	 
	      1,128.21 
	      -1,128.21 
	 
	 
	 
	                      

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	                        

	 Miscellaneous 
	                        
	           48.48 
	                       -48.48 
	 Miscellaneous 
	 
	           182.50 
	                       -182.50 

	 Total General 
	             434.25 
	      2,148.15 
	                       -1,713.90 
	 Total General 
	          1,017.05 
	        1,356.77 
	-339.72                        

	 Food 
	           1,610.00 
	         761.22 
	            848.78 
	 Food 
	          2,845.00 
	        1,264.01 
	         1,580.99 

	 Bar 
	           1,176.09 
	         494.16 
	            681.93 
	 Bar 
	          2,185.50 
	           994.45 
	         1,191.05 

	 Hall/Licence 
	                        
	         804.40 
	                       -804.40 
	 Hall/Licence 
	                        
	        1,354.10 
	                     -1,354.10 

	 Kitchen Help 
	                        
	         390.00 
	                       -390.00 
	 Kitchen Help 
	                       
	           790.00 
	-790.00 

	 Speakers 
	                        
	         437.75 
	                       -437.75 
	 Speakers 
	 
	           505.40 
	                       -505.40 

	memberships
	           1,513.00 
	                   
	         1,513.00 
	Memberships
	          1,782.00 
	 
	         1,782.00 

	Monthly Raffle
	              296.00 
	           80.00 
	            216.00 
	Monthly Raffle
	             450.00 
	           120.00 
	             330.00 

	Visitors
	                75.00 
	 
	              75.00 
	Visitors
	             125.00 
	 
	             125.00 

	History
	                        
	         928.15 
	                       -928.15 
	History
	 
	           591.11 
	-.591.11 

	Book Sales
	              339.00 
	           74.84 
	            264.16 
	Book sales
	             288.50 
	           100.46 
	188.04 

	Subscriptions
	                        
	         110.00 
	-110.00 
	Subscriptions
	                       
	           110.00 
	-110.00 

	Donations
	                        
	         300.00 
	          -300.00 
	Donations
	               20.00 
	           300.00 
	-280.00 

	 
	                        
	                   
	-   
	 
	 
	
	 

	Totals Funds
	           5,009.09 
	      4,380.52 
	            628.57 
	Totals Funds
	 7,696.00 
	        6,129.53 
	1566.47

	 Grand Total 
	           5,443.34 
	      6,528.67 
	
	 Grand Total 
	          8713.05 
	       7,486.30 
	 

	
	 Balance 
	-1,085.33 
	
	
	 Balance 
	1,226.75
	1,226.75
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